
 
 
Maui, Molokai see more visitors in January 
27 Feb 2015 — The Maui News 

While tourist arrivals were down slightly statewide in January, Maui and Molokai saw more visitors and took in more 
spending in the year's first month, compared with the same month in 2014, according to a Hawai'i Tourism Authority 
monthly report. 

Maui tallied 211,032 arrivals in January, up 6.8 percent from 197,611 in January 2014, the authority reported. Molokai had 
6,060 arrivals, up 17.1 percent from the previous year's 5,177. Not surprisingly, with Lanai's hotel resorts undergoing 
renovations or providing worker housing, that island's arrival count dropped 2 percent in January to 5,727. 

Maui County arrivals were up 6.8 percent to 214,820 in January. 

Maui Visitors Bureau Executive Director Terryl Vencl said that after a few post-recession years of double-digit recovery 
growth for Maui County's visitor industry, January's numbers show "consistent growth." 

"That's what we need," she said. "That's what will keep us healthy economically, and that's what will keep us employed as 
residents." 

For visitor spending, Maui saw a 6.1 percent increase to $438.5 million in January. Molokai's spending rose 7.1 percent to 
$4.3 million, and Lanai's visitor expenditures dropped 16 percent to $6.4 million. 

Statewide, visitor arrivals were down 0.6 percent in January to 678,870. The authority reported that arrivals from Japan 
decreased 4.9 percent to 110,969, while arrivals from the West Coast grew 3.9 percent to 240,905 and those from 
Canada increased 3.1 percent to 72,343. 

Spending from Japanese visitors fell 12.8 percent to $168.6 million, but there was a 3.9 percent gain (to $422.4 million) for 
West Coast arrivals and a 4.3 percent increase (to $187.6 million) for those from Canada. 

Arrivals to Oahu were down 2.9 percent in January to 400,525, while Kauai was up 6.8 percent to 97,219 and the Big 
Island increased 0.6 percent to 130,713. 

Overall expenditures on Oahu fell 9.1 percent to $595.3 million. Kauai rose 1.2 percent to $149 million, and the Big Island 
went up 0.9 percent to $196.2 million. 

Daily spending by individual visitors went up in January for all Maui County islands, with Maui seeing a 1 percent increase 
to $218.30 per day; Molokai taking in 1.2 percent more to $116.90; and Lanai individual spending jumping 12 percent to 
$365.90. 

On the flip side of daily spending, per person per trip expenditures dropped for all islands statewide, with the exception of 
the Big Island, which saw a slight 0.2 percent increase to $1,500.80. Maui trip spending was off 0.6 percent to $2,077.80. 
Molokai spending was down 8.5 percent to $707.10, and Lanai spending fell 14.3 percent to $1,120.40. 

Maui County's islands also were down in the "average length of stay" indicator, with visitors to Maui staying 1.6 percent 
less, 9.52 days; Molokai off 9.6 percent, 6.05 days; and Lanai plummeting 23.5 percent, 3.06 days. 

The tourism authority reported that there were 999,319 total visitor airline seats to Hawaii in January, up 5.6 percent from 
last year. Scheduled seats from Oceania (up 15.8 percent), Canada (up 14.2 percent), the U.S. West (up 9.7 percent) and 
the U.S. East (up 7.3 percent) offset fewer seats from other Asia (down 18 percent) and Japan (down 7 percent). 

 


