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Hawai'i's tourism economy continues to show positive gains following seven months of increased visitor 
arrivals and spending.  Efforts to drive demand and boost short-term arrivals have resulted in visitor 
expenditures increasing 10.2 percent over 2009, to $6.4 billion and total arrivals increasing by nine 
percent. 
  
July was a strong month for Hawai'i's convention, meetings, incentive (CMI) market with 11,924 visitors, a 
78.9 percent increase over 2009, coming specifically to attend several large conventions including the 
International Conference on Alzheimer's Disease and the Baptist World Congress. 
  
With future CMI booking pace gaining momentum, we are optimistic that meeting planners are beginning 
to more actively consider Hawai'i, as we continue to aggressively market our state as a global business and 
meeting destination.  Combined with Hawai'i serving as host for the 2011 APEC Leaders Meeting, we are 
hopeful that there will be continued interest in Hawai'i as a prime destination for CMI meetings.   
  
Airlift continues to be the key component to the rebounding of Hawai'i's tourism economy.  Following the 
addition of direct flights from the U.S. West to the Neighbor Islands, we have seen a healthier distribution 
of visitors to all islands resulting in heavier visitor traffic and spending contributing to their island 
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VISITOR SPENDING FOR THE FIRST SEVEN MONTHS OF 2010 INCREASED 10.2 PERCENT 
TO $6.4 BILLION 
  
Growth in Total Visitor Arrivals Continued for the Eighth Consecutive Month  

HONOLULU - Total spending by visitors who came to Hawai'i in July 2010 grew 23.3 percent or $210 
million from July 2009, to $1.1 billion.  Total expenditures for the first seven months of 2010 was $6.4 
billion, up 10.2 percent compared to the first seven months of 2009, according to preliminary statistics 
released today by the Hawai'i Tourism Authority.  

The increase in visitor expenditures for July 2010 was due to higher average daily visitor spending ($168 
per person, compared to $152 per person in July 2009) and a 9 percent growth in total visitor arrivals to 
680,743 visitors.  This was the eighth consecutive month of positive growth in visitor arrivals since 
December 2009.       

All top four visitor markets reported increased arrivals compared to July 2009, led by U.S. East (+12.3%), 
Canada (+10.7%), Japan (+8%), and U.S. West (+3.4%).   

For the first seven months of 2010, total visitor days for all visitors grew 6.1 percent compared to year-to-
date 2009, while total arrivals rose 6.2 percent to 4,079,818 visitors.   
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communities.    
  
Arrivals and spending from Japan continue to remain strong, but are still below 2007 and 2006 levels.  We 
are optimistic that the strength of the yen, combined with the stabilization of seat inventory with new 
direct flights from ANA, Delta and Hawaiian offsetting the loss of Japan Airlines' flight from Narita to Kona, 
will create new opportunities to further revitalize this market. 
  
While we see many positive indicators, we are mindful that the global travel industry, including Hawai'i, has 
not fully recovered from successive years of lower consumer and business spending.  It will continue to 
take a collective effort from HTA, our marketing partners, our experience and program providers, as well as 
the collective goodwill of our people towards visitors, to drive demand and deliver an incomparable Hawai'i 
experience in support of our tourism economy. 
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