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Aloha whales! Research shows that the humpback whales travel 

2,500 to 3,500 miles to Hawai‘i from their feeding waters off the West 
Coast near Alaska. Whales flow in and out of our Hawaiian waters 

throughout the winter months, with peak season during February and 
March during the illustrious Maui Whale Festival. 
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The first humpback whales of the season have 
already been spotted in Maui County waters—and 
that’s just the welcoming committee.  

Harbors are bustling as charter boats start to fill 
with residents and visitors for excursions, while 
near-shore traffic sometimes slows to a crawl as 
commuters crane their necks to catch a glimpse 
of the cetaceans’ acrobatic leaps from the sea—
or at least a fluke. 

And doesn’t that competitive nature emerge as 
you discuss how many you saw that day? 

Each year at this time until late spring, Maui 
serves as a friendly refuge to thousands of 
humpback whales that migrate to the comforting 
waters surrounding our shores. 

After spending their summers feeding on an 
abundance of fish within the cool waters off the 
West Coast—an area that extends from Northern 
California to the Bering Sea—the whales travel to 
Hawai‘i to mate, give birth and care for their 
young. 

According to the Island Marine Institute, new 
calves are born without a protective blubber layer 
and need a suitable environment—such as that 
offered in the warm waters off the coasts of the 
Hawaiian Isles—in order to survive. 

Also, our waters are a virtually predator-free 
environment for humpback whales. Killer whales 
(orcas) live elsewhere, and certain species of 
shark only target the sick, injured or young 
humpbacks. 

“The annual return of the humpback whales to 
Maui is very exciting for Maui residents and 

visitors alike,” said Anne Rillero, communications 
director at Pacific Whale Foundation (PWF). 

“Our research team has just returned from a very 
successful field season in Australia, and they 
have lots of findings and insights to share with 
our guests,” said Rillero. 

According to Rillero, on a recent PWF snorkel and 
dolphin cruise to Lāna‘i, a lucky group had the 
pleasure of seeing five different species of marine 
life: humpback and false killer whales, and 
bottlenose, spinner and spotted dolphins. 

Valley Isle businesses offer an assortment of fun 
and informational whale watching tours. Some 
helpful Websites to get you started are 
www.mauiwhalewatchtours.com and 
www.pacificwhale.org. 

PWF will offer their special annual “Welcome 
Home the Whales” cruises throughout the day 
from Lahaina and Mā‘alaea Harbors on Saturday, 
Nov. 28. Call 249-8811, ext. 1, for more 
information. 

“This is an amazing opportunity to go out on the 
water with leading experts who are actively 
involved in researching, protecting and educating 
the public about whales,” said Rillero. 

PWF guarantees whale sightings on all their 
whale watches from Nov. 28 through May 16, or 
those onboard will receive a “Just a Fluke” 
coupon to go again for free. 
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Also, check out Whale Trust, a nonprofit research 
organization concentrated on these amazing 
mammals. As an educational group, they aim “to 
promote, support and conduct scientific research 
on whales and the marine environment, and 
develop public education programs based directly 
on results of scientific research.” Visit 
www.whaletrust.org. 

A great book to get you prepared for whale 
season is Jim Darling’s Hawai‘i’s Humpbacks: 
Unveiling the Mysteries, which was just released 
last spring. 

Darling reveals how scientific understanding of 
humpback whales is still relatively young—

records show studies picked up the pace in the 
’70s. With so much more to learn and so many 
basic questions still unanswered—including the 
definitive purpose of the song—it’s exciting to 
ponder what future generations will learn about 
these magnificent beings. 

I recently learned how to stand-up paddle, and 
I’m looking forward to having one of those up-
close-and-personal moments with one of these 
beloved creatures of the sea. Maybe even a baby 
calf. It could happen. 

Happy whale watching!  

 


