
South Maui Park Scheduled to 
Break Ground This Year 

After nearly a decade of planning, funding and permitting processes, Phase I of 
the highly anticipated regional park may begin in late October.  

“Our community is grateful...” 
 

Sarah Ruppenthal  
POSTED: October 8, 2009  

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
After years of planning, the highly anticipated South Maui Community Park is scheduled to break ground this year. 
Located on the sprawling hillside that stretches along the Pi‘ilani Highway and bordered by Welakahao Road, Halekuai 
Street, and Kīhei Elementary and Lokelani Intermediate schools, the 40-acre, $30 million regional park has been stuck 
in the planning, funding and permitting stages for nearly a decade.  

However, last month, Maui County Department of Parks and Recreation 
announced it will break ground on the park as early as the end of this 
month, much to the delight of residents throughout Maui. According to 
county department Director Tamara Horcajo, the park will be built in 
three phases and the initial phase should be completed within a 12-
month period. 

“We are still working with Maui Electric [Company] to move forward with 
the permitting process,” she said. “We’re hoping that we can break 
ground in late October or November.” Horcajo said the project has been 
delayed due to planning and funding issues, but she is hopeful that 
Phase I will not encounter any roadblocks. “We are so excited to get 
started,” she said. 

Phase I of the project, which will be built by Maui contractor Goodfellow Bros. Inc., will include a parking lot, softball 
field, soccer field, two restrooms and pathways. The initial phase of the new park will also include irrigation, drainage, 
sewer and water, electricity, a connector road and grass. 

The entire project is expected to be completed sometime before 2020; however, the timeline for all three phases is 
still uncertain. Designed by Wailuku architecture firm Chris Hart & Partners, the total build-out of the South Maui 
Community Park is slated to include a 1,000-seat, air-conditioned gymnasium; an outdoor grass amphitheater; 
pavilion; youth and senior activity centers; three soccer fields; three softball fields; three playgrounds; outdoor tennis 
and basketball courts; and walking and biking paths. 

According to Kīhei Community Association (KCA) Vice President Mike Moran, “This regional park is extremely long 
overdue for our side of the island. Among other issues, this fast-growing area is the only one without a gymnasium—
to the detriment of our youth.” The park is a welcome addition, he said. “Our long-existing parks are so overcrowded 
and when finally completed, this will offer some relief to their strained condition. Our community is grateful that this 
seems to finally be coming to fruition.” 

KCA Member Bob Richardson, who is also an active member of the Kalama Park Action Team, agreed. “This [Phase I] 
alone will take a lot of pressure off of Kalama Park,” he said. “Once this initial phase is in place, I know that the 
community will step up with a lot of excitement about the completion of the park. Phase I always seems like the 
hardest one to nail down.” 

Richardson said the county has involved the South Maui community in the planning process from the start. “KCA is 
always made to feel like a team player in the ongoing technical decisions,” he said. “We have members that can step 
up and offer suggestions and quiz the community about some of the details that make a huge difference in the 
livability of a park facility.” 

Horcajo is also elated that the first phase is on the horizon. “We are very excited about the South Maui Community 
Park,” she said. “We look forward to getting this project up and running.” 

For more information or to view the artist renderings of the South Maui Community Park, visit the KCA 
Website at http://www.gokihei.org./  

 

 


