
 

DBEDT sees economy 
that is improving 

Tourism gains, better conditions 
nationwide to sustain recovery 
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HONOLULU (AP) - Armed with 
numbers from its latest quarterly 
report, the Department of Business, 
Economic Development and Tourism 
on Wednesday predicted gradual 
improvement in Hawaii's economy, 
particularly in tourism. 

''We are confident that we will 
continue to see improvement in our 
economy over the next few years,'' 
said department Director Theodore 
Liu. ''Jobs continue to be a lagging 
indicator and our efforts are focused 
on trying to create new jobs and 
improve the overall job market.'' 

Gains posted in tourism, Hawaii's 
leading economic sector, and the 
recovering national economy are 
expected to help sustain the state's 
economic recovery, officials said. 

The department's quarterly report said 
visitor arrivals, spending and length of 
stay have shown marked improvement 
during the first three months of 2010, 
particularly among international 
travelers. 

Hawaii's visitor count rose 4.5 percent 
in the first quarter, compared with the 
same quarter last year, led by a 12.7 
percent surge in international visitors, 
state officials said. 

The officials now expect arrivals to 
increase 2.6 percent this year, up from 
an earlier prediction of a 2 percent 
increase. 

More visitors means more spending, 
with a 4.9 percent increase forecast 
for 2010, compared with a 2.3 percent 
boost forecast last quarter. Total 
visitor days are projected to increase 
2.6 percent this year, up from 2.1 
percent predicted earlier. 

Despite the bright forecast, total wage 
and salary jobs in Hawaii are still 
expected to decline for the year as a 
whole by 0.9 percent, the department 
said. For the first three months of 
2010, the job count was down 2.2 
percent from the same 2009 period. 

State officials predict that while job 
growth should gradually turn positive 
as the year progresses, it will not likely 
be enough to avoid making 2010 the 
third consecutive year of decline in the 
total job count. 

However, assuming that improvement 
in national and international economic 
conditions proceeds, the department 
said it expects recovery of the state's 
economy to continue in 2011. 

 


